After September 2002 this document is no longer being updated. Some of the discography is incorrect. This document remains in the web site because it has some useful reference information.

Coding conventions used in this document to assist tracking the collection process.

· A Grey Title indicates I've got the MP3 OK and it seems error free.

· A Title in Italics indicates that this song is on another original album.

· A Red Title means I'm desperate to find the song to complete the collection (see below).

· A # next to a title indicates that it's probably a bonus track that only appeared on CD re-releases.

The Kinks Discography

01 Kinks (1964)
1. Beautiful Delilah
2. So Mystifying
3. Just Can't Go To Sleep
4. Long Tall Shorty
5. I Took My Baby Home *
6. I'm A Lover Not A Fighter *
7. You Really Got Me
8. Cadillac
9. Bald Headed Woman
10. Revenge *
11. Too Much Monkey Business
12. I've Been Driving On Bald Mountain
13. Stop Your Sobbing
14. Got Love If You Want It
—CD—Bonus—Tracks—

15. Long Tall Sally

16. You Still Want Me

17. You Do Something To Me

18. It's Alright

19. All Day and All of The Night

20. I Gotta Move

21. Louie, Louie

22. I Gotta Go Now

23. Things Are Getting Better
24. I've Got That Feeling
25. Too Much Monkey Business (Unreleased Alternate Take)

26. I Don't Need You Any More (Unreleased Alternate Take)

02 Kinks-Size (1965)

1. Tired Of Waiting For You 

2. Louie Louie 

3. I've Got That Feeling 

4. Revenge 

5. I Gotta Move 

6. Things Are Getting Better 

7. I Gotta Go Now 

8. I'm A Lover Not A Fighter 

9. Come On Now 

10. All Day And All Of The Night 

03 Kinda Kinks (1965)
1. Look For Me Baby
2. Got My Feet On The Ground
3. Nothin' In The World Can Stop Me Worryin' 'Bout That Girl
4. Nagging Woman *
5. Wonder Where My Baby Is Tonight
6. Tired Of Waiting [for you]*
7. Dancing In The Street
8. Don't Ever Change
9. Come On Now
10. So Long
11. You Shouldn't Be Sad
12. Something Better Beginning
—CD—Bonus—Tracks—

13. Set Me Free ** #
14. Everybody's Gonna Be Happy ** #
15. All Day And All Of The Night +
16. I Gotta Move +
17. It's Alright +
18. Who'll Be The Next In Line #
19. I Need You #
20. See My Friends #
21. Never Met A Girl Like You Before #
22. Wait Till The Summer Comes Along #
23. Such A Shame #
24. A Well Respected Man #
25. Don't You Fret #
26. I Go To Sleep (Unreleased Demo Recording) #
04 Kinkdom (1965)
1. A Well Respected Man
2. Wait Till The Summer Comes Along
3. Such A Shame
4. Nagging Woman
5. See My Friends
6. Never Met A Girl Like You
7. Who'll Be The Next In Line
8. Don't You Fret
9. I Need You
10. It's Alright
11. Louie Louie
05 The Kink Kontroversy (1966)
1. Milk Cow Blues
2. Ring The Bells
3. Gotta Get The First Plane Home
4. When I See That Girl Of Mine
5. I Am Free
6. Till The End Of The Day
7. The World Keeps Going Round
8. I'm On An Island
9. Where Have All The Good Times Gone
10. It's Too Late
11. What's In Store For Me
12. You Can't Win
—CD—Bonus—Tracks—

13. Dedicated Follower Of Fashion #
14. Sittin' On My Sofa #
15. When I See That Girl Of Mine (Unreleased Demo Recording) #
16. Dedicated Follower Of Fashion (Unreleased Alternate Stereo Take) #
06 Face to Face (1966)
1. Party Line
2. Rosie Won't You Please Come Home
3. Dandy
4. Too Much On My Mind
5. Session Man
6. Rainy Day In June
7. House In The Country
8. Holiday In Waikiki
9. Most Exclusive Residence For Sale
10. Fancy
11. Little Miss Queen Of Darkness
12. You're Looking Fine
13. Sunny Afternoon
14. I'll Remember
—CD—Bonus—Tracks—

15. I'm Not Like Everybody Else #
16. Dead End Street #
17. Big Black Smoke #
18. Mister Pleasant #
19. This Is Where I Belong #
20. Mr. Reporter (stereo, Previously Unreleased EP Track) #
21. Little Women (stereo, Previously Unreleased Backing Track) #
07 Something Else (1967)
1. David Watts
2. Death Of A Clown
3. Two Sisters
4. No Return
5. Harry Rag
6. Tin Soldier Man
7. Situation Vacant
8. Love Me Till The Sun Shines
9. Lazy Old Sun
10. Afternoon Tea
11. Funny Face
12. End Of The Season
13. Waterloo Sunset
—CD—Bonus—Tracks—

14. Act Nice And Gentle #
15. Autumn Almanac #
16. Suzannah's Still Alive #
17. Wonderboy #
18. Polly #
19. Lincoln County #
20. There's No Life Without Love #
21. Lazy Old Sun (Unreleased Alternate Stereo Take) #
08 Village Green Preservation Society (1968)
1. The Village Green Preservation Society
2. Do You Remember Walter?
3. Picture Book
4. Johnny Thunder
5. Last of the Steam-Powered Trains
6. Big Sky
7. Sitting By The Riverside
8. Animal Farm
9. Village Green
10. Starstruck
11. Phenomenal Cat
12. All Of My Friends Were There
13. Wicked Annabella
14. Monica
15. People Take Pictures of Each Other
—CD—Bonus—Tracks—

16. The Village Green Preservation Society # 

17. Do You Remember Walter? # 

18. Picture Book # 

19. Johnny Thunder # 

20. Monica # 

21. Days # 

22. Village Green # 

23. Mr. Songbird # 

24. Wicked Annabella # 

25. Starstruck # 

26. Phenomenal Cat # 

27. People Take Pictures of Each Other # 

28. Days (mono single) # 

09 Arthur (or the Decline and Fall of the British Empire) (1969)
1. Victoria
2. Yes Sir, No Sir
3. Some Mother's Son
4. Drivin'
5. Brainwashed
6. Australia
7. Shangri-la
8. Mr. Churchill Says
9. She Bought A Hat Like Princess Marina
10. Young And Innocent Days
11. Nothing To Say
12. Arthur
—CD—Bonus—Tracks—
13. Plastic Man (mono) # 

14. King Kong (mono) # 

15. Drivin' (mono) # 

16. Mindless Child Of Motherhood (mono) # 

17. This Man He Weeps Tonight (mono) # 

18. Plastic Man (stereo) # 

19. Mindless Child Of Motherhood (stereo) # 

20. This Man He Weeps Tonight (stereo) # 

21. She Bought A Hat Like Princess Marina (mono) # 

22. Mr. Shoemaker's Daughter (stereo, previously unreleased) # 

10 Lola versus Powerman and The Moneygoround, Part One (1970)
1. The Contenders
2. Strangers
3. Denmark Street
4. Get Back In Line
5. Lola
6. Top Of The Pops
7. The Moneygoround
8. This Time Tomorrow
9. A Long Way From Home
10. Rats
11. Apeman
12. Powerman
13. Got To Be Free
11 Muswell Hillbillies (1971)
1. 20th Century Man
2. Acute Schizophrenia Paranoia Blues
3. Holiday
4. Skin And Bone
5. Alcohol
6. Complicated Life
7. Here Come The People In Grey
8. Have A Cuppa Tea
9. Holloway Jail
10. Oklahoma U.S.A.
11. Uncle Son
12. Muswell Hillbilly
13. Kentucky Moon (added 12-Jan-2003)
14. Mountain Woman (added 12-Jan-2003)
—Bonus—Tracks—
12 Percy (1971)

1. Animals In The Zoo

2. Completely

3. Dreams

4. God's Children

5. Helga

6. Just Friends

7. Lola

8. Moments

9. Running Round Town

10. The Way Love Used To Be

11. Whip Lady

12. Willesden Green

Everybody’s In Show-biz (1972)

1. Here Comes Yet Another Day
2. Maximum Consumption
3. Unreal Reality
4. Hot Potatoes
5. Sitting In My Hotel
6. Motorway
7. You Don't Know My Name
8. Supersonic Rocket Ship
9. Look A Little On The Sunny Side
10. Celluloid Heroes
11. Top Of The Pops
12. Brainwashed
13. Mr. Wonderful
14. Acute Schizophrenia Paranoia Blues
15. Holiday
16. Muswell Hillbilly
17. Alcohol
18. Banana Boat Song
19. Skin And Bone
20. Baby Face
21. Lola
22. Till The End Of The Day #
23. She's Bought A Hat Like Princess Marina #
13 The Great Lost Kinks Album (1973)
1. Groovy Movies

2. Lavender Hill

3. Mister Songbird

4. Misty Water

5. Pictures In The Sand

6. Plastic Man

7. Rosemary Rose

8. The Way Love Used To Be

9. There Is No Life Without Love

10. This Man He Weeps Tonight

11. Till Death Do Us Part

12. When I Turn Off The Living Room Light

13. Where Did My Spring Go?
14. And I Will Love You #

15. Are You Ready Girl? #

16. All Night Stand #

17. I'm A Hog For You, Baby #

18. Creeping Jean #

19. All Aboard #
The Great Lost Kinks Album (Reprise MS 2127CD) 

1. Til Death Do Us Part 

2. There Is No Life Without Love [Something Else]
3. Lavender Hill 

4. Groovy Movies 

5. Rosemary Rose 

6. Misty Water 

7. Mr. Songbird 

8. When I Turn Off The Living Room Light 

9. The Way Love Used To Be [Percy]
10. I'm Not Like Everybody Else [Face to Face]
11. Plastic Man 

12. This Man He Weeps Tonight 

13. Pictures In The Sand 

14. Where Did My Spring Go? 

—Bonus—Tracks—
15. Death Of A Clown 

16. Susannah's Still Alive 

17. Funny Face 

18. Lincoln County 

19. Hold My Hand 

20. Creepin' Jean 

21. Do You Wish To Be A Man? (in singles)
22. Mr. Reporter 

23. I'm Crying (in singles)
24. Mr. Shoemaker's Daughter 

25. Are You Ready Girl? 

14 Preservation Act I (1973)
1. Morning Song
2. Daylight
3. Sweet Lady Genevieve
4. There's A Change In The Weather
5. Where Are They Now?
6. One Of The Survivors
7. Cricket
8. Money & Corruption / I Am Your Man
9. Here Comes Flash
10. Sitting In The Midday Sun
11. Demolition
12. One Of The Survivors (Single Edit) #
15 Preservation Act II (1974)
1. Announcement 1
2. Introduction to salution

3. When a solution comes

4. Money talks

5. Announcement 2
6. Shepherds of the nation

7. Scum of the earth

8. Second-hand car spiv

9. He's evil

10. Mirror of love

11. Announcement 3
12. Nobody gives

13. Oh where oh where is love?

14. Flash's dream (The final elbow)

15. Flash's confession

16. Nothing lasts forever

17. Announcement 4
18. Artificial man

19. Scraphead city

20. Annoucement 5
21. Salvation road

22. Mirror of love

23. Slum Kids

24. Slum Kids (Live Unreleased) #

16 Soap Opera (1975)
1. Everybody's A Star (Starmaker)
2. Ordinary People
3. Rush Hour Blues
4. Nine To Five
5. When Work Is Over
6. Have Another Drink
7. Underneath The Neon Sign
8. Holiday Romance
9. You Make It All Worthwhile
10. Ducks On The Wall
11. (A) Face In The Crowd
12. You Can't Stop The Music
17 Schoolboys In Disgrace (1975)
1. Schooldays
2. Jack The Idiot Dunce
3. Education
4. The First Time We Fall In Love
5. I'm In Disgrace
6. Headmaster
7. The Hard Way
8. The Last Assembly
9. No More Looking Back
10. Finale
18 Sleepwalker (1977)
1. Life On The Road
2. Mr. Big Man
3. Sleepwalker
4. Brother
5. Juke Box Music
6. Sleepless Night
7. Stormy Sky
8. Full Moon
9. Life Goes On
—CD—Bonus—Tracks—
10. Artificial Light - Bonus Track Davies 3:26

11. Prince Of The Punks - Bonus Track Davies 3:18
12. The Poseur - Bonus Track Davies 2:53

13. On The Outside (1997 Mix) - Bonus Track Davies 5:07

14. On The Outside (1994 Mix) - Bonus Track Davies 5:19

19 Misfits (1978)
1. Misfits
2. Hay Fever
3. Live Life
4. A Rock 'N' Roll Fantasy
5. In A Foreign Land
6. Permanent Waves
7. Black Messiah
8. Out Of The Wardrobe
9. Trust Your Heart
10. Get Up
20 Low Budget (1979)
1. Attitude
2. Catch Me Now I'm Falling
3. Pressure
4. National Health
5. (Wish I Could Fly Like) Superman
6. Low Budget
7. In A Space
8. Little Bit Of Emotion
9. A Gallon Of Gas
10. Misery
11. Moving Pictures
—CD—Bonus—Tracks—
12. A Gallon Of Gas (U.S. Single Extended Edit) - Bonus Track Davies 3:49

13. Catch Me Now I'm Falling (Original Extended Edit) - Bonus Track Davies 6:47

14. (Wish I Could Fly Like) Superman (Disco Extended Mix) - Bonus Track Davies 5:58

21 Give The People What They Want (1981)
1. Around The Dial
2. Give The People What They Want
3. Killer's Eyes
4. Predictable
5. Add It Up
6. Destroyer
7. Yo-Yo
8. Back To Front
9. Art Lover
10. A Little Bit Of Abuse
11. Better Things
22 State Of Confusion (1983)
1. State Of Confusion 3:42
2. Definite Maybe 4:21
3. Labour Of Love 3:54
4. Come Dancing 3:54
5. Property 4:19
6. Don't Forget To Dance 4:37
7. Young Conservatives 4:00
8. Heart Of Gold 4:--
9. Cliches Of The World (B Movie) 4:50
10. Bernadette 3:28
—CD—Bonus—Tracks—
11. Don't Forget To Dance (Bonus Track) 5:05

12. Once A Thief (Bonus Track) Davies 4:02

13. Long Distance (Bonus Track) Davies 5:21

14. Noise (Bonus Track) Davies 4:38

15. Come Dancing (Extended Version)

23 Word of Mouth (1984)
1. Do It Again
2. Word Of Mouth
3. Good Day
4. Living On A Thin Line
5. Sold Me Out
6. Massive Reductions
7. Guilty
8. Too Hot
9. Missing Persons
10. Summer's Gone
11. Going Solo
—CD—Bonus—Tracks—
12. Good Day (Extended Edit) (Bonus Track) Davies 5:28

13. Summer's Gone (Extended Edit) (Bonus Track) Davies 4:50

24 Think Visual (1986)
1. Working At The Factory
2. Lost And Found
3. Repetition
4. Welcome To Sleazy Town
5. The Video Shop
6. Rock 'N' Roll Cities
7. How Are You
8. Think Visual
9. Natural Gift
10. Killing Time
11. When You Were A Child
25 UK Jive (1989)
1. Aggravation
2. How Do I Get Close
3. UK Jive
4. Now And Then
5. What Are We Doing
6. Entertainment
7. War Is Over
8. Down All The Days (To 1992)
9. Loony Balloon
—CD—Bonus—Tracks—
10. Dear Margaret *
11. Bright Lights *+
12. Perfect Strangers *+
26 Phobia (1993)
1. Opening
2. Wall Of Fire
3. Drift Away
4. Still Searching
5. Phobia
6. Only A Dream
7. Don't
8. Babies
9. Over The Edge
10. Surviving
11. It's Alright (Don't Think About It)
12. The Informer
13. Hatred (A Duet)
14. Somebody Stole My Car
15. Close To The Wire
16. Scattered
Singles

Singles \ 1963 - I'm A Hog For You, Baby.mp3

Singles \ 1965 - All Aboard.mp3

Singles \ 1965 - And I Will Love You.mp3

Singles \ 1966 - All Night Stand (Demo).mp3

Singles \ 1968A - Days.mp3

Singles \ 1968B - She's Got Everything.mp3

Singles \ 1969 - Are You Ready Girl.mp3

Singles \ 1969A - Hold My Hand.mp3

Singles \ 1969B - Creeping Jean.mp3

Singles \ 1969B - Mindless Child of Motherhood (Top of The Pops).mp3

Singles \ 1970B - Berkley Mews.mp3

Singles \ 1971 - Holiday (Live).mp3

Singles \ 1978A - Father Christmas.mp3

Singles \ 1980A - Celluloid Heroes (Live).mp3

Singles \ 1991A - Did Ya.mp3

Many more singles to be identified…Help is needed
BBC Sessions 1964-1977

Disc: 1

1. Interview 

2. You Really Got Me 

3. Interview 

4. Cadillac 

5. All Day and All of the Night 

6. Tired of Waiting for You

7. Ev'rybody's Gonna Be Happy

8. See My Friend

9. This Strange Effect

10. Milk Cow Blues

11. Wonder Where My Baby Is Tonight

12. Till the End of the Day

13. Where Have All the Good Times Gone?

14. Death of a Clown

15. Love Me 'Til the Sun Shines

16. Harry Rag

17. Good Luck Charm

18. Waterloo Sunset

19. Monica

20. Days

21. Village Green Preservation Society

Disc: 2

1. Mindless Child of Motherhood [#]

2. Holiday [#]

3. Demolition [#]

4. Victoria [#]

5. Here Comes Yet Another Day [#]

6. Money Talks [#]

7. 7. Mirror of Love [#]
8. Celluloid Heroes [#]

9. Skin and Bone/Dry Bones [#]

10. Get Back in the Line [#]

11. Did You See His Name? [#]

12. When I Turn off the Living Room Lights [#]

13. Skin and Bone [#]

14. Money Talks [#]

Announcements from Preservation Act II

Announcement 1 (track 1) 

"It has been rumored that a new People's Army has been formed by a certain 'Commander Black'. A few minor incidents have already been reported, and further unconfirmed reports suggest that this is a definite attempt to overthrow the present government which is led by Mr. Flash.
"We would like to stress that these are only unconfirmed rumors, but we will of course bring you up-to-date news and information on these reports as they come in. Meanwhile we do urge the population not to panic and to remain calm during the crisis."
Please stay tuned to this station for further bulletins.
Announcement 2 (track 5) 

Announcer 1: "In just a few moments, Mr. Black is due to address the people. We are now going over to live coverage of his speech."
Announcer 2: "Well the scenes here are absolutely indescribable. I've personally never seen anything like it before. A crowd of around, what, thirty-thousand people have been waiting all day for the arrival of Mr. Black and his entourage. And it is expected that one of the main topics of his speech this evening will be the controversial Anti-(something) Corruption Bill, which Mr. Black wants brought into effect immediately to put an end to the current widespread decline in public moral standards.
"And, just a minute, there he is. I can see Mr. Black now. He's surrounded by, of course, all his bodyguards. (something) the crowd is growing wild with excitement -- it's clapping, it's cheering -- as Mr. Black finally makes his way on that far side onto the platform. And now -- yes, there he is -- he's about to speak.
Announcement 3 (track 11) 
"News has just reached us of a major victory for Mr. Black and the People's Army. The battle took place on the outskirts of a small village somewhere in the Northern Zone. Casualties on both sides are reported to have been very high, indeed. And our on-the-spot correspondent describes the fighting as some of the fiercest in living memory. No quarter has been shown on either side."
Announcement 4 (track 17) 
"At Six A.M. this morning the victorious People's Army overthrew the corrupt regime that has been ruling over our country. It is reported that Mr. Flash and his gang were all been taken prisoner. They have been taken to a secret hideout where they will be tried for treason by a People's Court."
Announcement 5 (track 20) 
"A state of emergency was declared by the government at Eight A.M. today. It was stated that this step has been taken in the interest of national security. And the emergency measures set out in today's announcement will remain in force for an indefinite period.
"Curfew will take effect as from this evening, and will operate between Nine P.M. and Six A.M. each day. The curfew will be enforce by patrols from the People's Army, and severe penalties are to be imposed on anyone found on the streets during the daily curfew period.
"Food rationing is to be introduced immediately, and shops will only be allowed to open for a period of three hours each day. Restrictions on the use of petrol start immediately. Restrictions on the use of electricity, gas and water will also be announced shortly.
"All places of public entertainment will be closed until further notice. All television channels are now closed down, and radio broadcasts will operate on this channel only.
"And now, here is the People's Choir singing the new nation anthem, which led our victorious troops into battle!"
For comparison: A list found on the Internet of all Kinks related albums.

1. The Kinks (1964)
2. Kinda Kinks (1965)
3. The Kink Kontroversy (1966)
4. Face To Face (1966)
5. Something Else (1967)
6. Live At Kelvin Hall (1968)
7. The Village Green Preservation Society (1968)
8. Arthur (1969)
9. Lola (1970)
10. Percy (1971)
11. Muswell Hillbillies (1971)
12. Everybody's In Show-Biz (1972)
13. Preservation Act I (1973)
14. Preservation Act II (1974)
15. Soap Opera (1975)
16. Schoolboys In Disgrace (1975)
17. Sleepwalker (1977)
18. Misfits (1978)
19. Low Budget (1979)
20. One For The Road (1980)
21. Give The People What They Want (1981)
22. State Of Confusion (1983)
23. Word Of Mouth (1984)
24. Think Visual (1986)
25. The Road (1987)
26. UK Jive (1989)
27. Phobia (1993)
28. To The Bone (1996)
29. Storyteller (Ray Davies: 1998)
Album Reviews
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The Kinks (1964)
After scoring an unexpected hit with their third single, the mindless, but unforgettably riffy rocker "You Really Got Me," the Kinks were rushed into the recording studio by producer Shel Talmy to pump out an LP. Much of it consists of third-rate Chuck Berry and R & B covers like "Too Much Monkey Business," and the teenage Dave Davies is given the lead vocal on too many of them ("Long Tall Shorty"; "Got Love If You Want It," done convincingly by ). Talmy also had the group cover a couple of his own uninspired R & B tunes ("Bald Headed Woman," also recorded by the Who in similar circumstances). But elder brother Ray contributed a batch of decent original numbers, mostly ripping off the Beatles as closely as possible ("Just Can't Go To Sleep"; "I Took My Baby Home"), and occasionally hinting at Ray's later brilliance ("Stop Your Sobbing"). Talmy recruited Jimmy Page to play rhythm guitar on a few tracks (not on "You Really Got Me") and a professional studio drummer to sit in for Avory, and also played around with amateurish effects like panning the lead vocal from one speaker to another, but it doesn't help much. The Rhino Records release features three bonus tracks, including a couple of incredibly Beatlesque, up-tempo love songs by Ray. (JA)
[image: image1.png]


Kinda Kinks (1965)
Just a few months later, the Kinks spat out a follow-up album that was every bit as musically primitive as its predecessor, despite being completely dominated by frequently hard-rocking Ray Davies originals this time around (the raving, Beatle-inspired "Come On Now"; "Tired Of Waiting For You," a startling display of craftsmanship with great dynamic shifts and melodic hooks). At least this proved to everyone's satisfaction that Davies could write fast enough to keep up with a two-album per year schedule, as every major group in this period was required to do (see the Beach Boys, Beatles, Stones, etc). Completists will want this for the handful of classic tunes, but anyone else will find it annoyingly clumsy. (JA)
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The Kink Kontroversy (1966)
Bored with the grungey Beatles-derived love song format, Davies finally started experimenting on his third British LP, again recorded too quickly and stuffed with anthemic rip-offs of the Kinks' earlier hits ("Till The End Of The Day"; "Where Have All The Good Times Gone"). The major point of improvement is the lyrics; usually introspective and occasionally downright depressing, they point the way to later successes ("I'm On An Island"). With the band focusing on singles and EP's, some of the best material from this period was never released on a coherent LP, but is available on a fine Rhino Records compilation CD (Kinks-Size Kinkdom): the unjustly forgotten, creepily Eastern-sounding "See My Friend"; and the great character assasination numbers "A Well Respected Man" and "Dedicated Follower Of Fashion" (my rating applies to the original album). (JA)
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Face To Face (1966)
The rock industry was really heating up in 1966, and the Kinks were one of the few Invasion bands to keep up with the day's rapid musical advances. This effort marks a clear advance over the previous one, and even though it's still weighed down by some filler, it's quirky and clever. There are plenty of solid, anthemic hits ("Sunny Afternoon"), charming ballads ("Too Much On My Mind"), and precocious, pun-filled gems ("Party Line"). Some of the modest experiments don't work, like the clumsy Hawaiian steel guitar and goofy lyrics on "Holiday In Waikiki" and the overly snide "Session Man," but it's a fascinating period piece anyway: just look at the Indian-tinged "Fancy," close to the Stones' Aftermath, or "Most Exclusive Residence For Sale," the same sort of social satire that Simon & Garfunkel were playing with on the other side of the Atlantic. (JA)
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Something Else (1967)
Don't let the tritely hip pun of an album title fool you: this is a serious effort, and it shows considerable improvement in recording technique, songwriting ability, and overall versatility. Ray had begun to experiment with droning psychedelia ("Lazy Old Sun"), sentimental character sketches in the style of "Eleanor Rigby" ("Two Sisters"), and a rough, music-hall inspired Cockney sense of humor ("Harry Rag"), all of which would feature importantly in his work over the next few albums. Davies' earlier, sneering character assassination formula is well represented ("David Watts"), and the record ends with a magnificent ballad you're sure to know - "Waterloo Sunset," an impressively complex composition and probably Rasa Davies' high point as a backing vocalist. Brother Dave also contributes a couple of fine rockers like the thudding, whiny "Love Me Till The Sun Shines." (JA)
Live At Kelvin Hall (1968)
Retitled The Live Kinks in the States, this is predictable fare; it's plastered from end to end with the screams of teenage girls, which covers up the band's minimalistic performance and occasional off notes. There's even a silly audience sing-along on the tail end of "Sunny Afternoon," and the girls inexplicably break into "Happy Birthday" at one point. The remaining track selection draws heavily from the band's two 1966 albums, although of course there's a take on "You Really Got Me" - plus a bit of the theme from the Batman TV show on the high-voltage, eight minute rave up that ends the record. Fans will get a blast out of it all: the players are clearly having a good time ("Come On Now"), the song material is quite strong for this era ("A Well Respected Man"), and Ray's voice is in good form (perhaps some of the vocals were overdubbed). In all honesty, this is the best widely-available live record to come out of the entire British Invasion - competitors like the Beatles and Stones fell flat on their faces with similar efforts. (JA)
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The Village Green Preservation Society (1968)
Having finally dumped Talmy, Ray produced his masterpiece - and the first of many concept albums. Focusing nostalgically but somewhat erratically on rural life in England, Davies is equally comfortable with epics ("Big Sky"; "Animal Farm"), straight-ahead rockers (the wickedly funny "Wicked Annabella"), humorous but biting slices of life (the upbeat "Picture Book" and "People Take Pictures of Each Other"), Alice-in-Wonderland psychedelia ("Phenomenal Cat"), old-fashioned love songs (the Latin-flavored "Monica"), and rock anthems (title track). There's so much good songwriting here that it's hard to pick out only a few favorites - every lyric really has something interesting to get across, and the heavy-hitting musical hooks are endless. There isn't a misfire anywhere; the only drawback is Ray's limited repertoire of chord progressions and Dave's predictable pentatonic riffing. (JA)
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Arthur (1969)
The soundtrack for a British television drama, Arthur is a coherent description of a fictional working-class British family, full of clever and sarcastic lyrics and graced by sophisticated production values - harpsichord, brass, and sound effects are all used liberally, and the song structures rank among the most ambitious Ray ever attempted. The two A-sides are outstanding and solidly in Davies' anthemic style ("Victoria"; "Shangri-la"). But most of the other tracks fall into two very different categories: sarcastic war protests (the heart-wrenching "Some Mother's Son"; "Mr. Churchill Says") and giddy nostalgia pieces that deliver biting social commentary ("She Bought a Hat Like Princess Marina"; "Young And Innocent Days"). The only misfire comes when Davies for once lets the band rock out with an extended jam on the otherwise amusingly inane "Australia"- but they weren't musically competent enough to pull it off, and it eventually becomes a bore. (JA)
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Lola (1970)
The twisted title track is probably the band's biggest hit, but it has nothing to do with most of the record, a concept album that condemns the rock industry ("Top Of The Pops"; "The Moneygoround"). The other excellent A-side is also independent of the theme ("Apeman," the best rock-song ode to evolution I've ever heard). Nonetheless, the collection holds together fairly well, rocks out when it has to ("Powerman"), shifts gears for a pretty ballad ("This Time Tomorrow"), and scores a few good jabs on the lyrical side. As a bonus, Dave Davies is allowed a couple of entertaining head-bangers after having been banished to the singles market during the late 60's ("Rats"). Unfortunately, there's little new ground broken anywhere, and the band's arrangements and chord progressions have started to get formulaic. (JA)
[image: image8.png]


Percy (1971)
A remarkably lame movie soundtrack. Ray is so strapped for ideas that he even includes a pathetic instrumental re-recording of "Lola." There are a couple of characteristically clever efforts ("Animals In The Zoo"), but mostly the band just shuffles along, frequently to the accompaniment of a nauseatingly tacky orchestra. Previous albums had used little or no orchestration, and although this had probably been because of financial constraints, Percy makes it seem to have been a clever production strategy. (JA)
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Muswell Hillbillies (1971)
The first post-Pye album, and it's fascinating. Another concept record on the theme of working class English life, like Arthur ("20th Century Man"; "Uncle Son"; title track) - but far blacker. Life doesn't just suck, it drives you crazy ("Acute Paranoid Schizophrenia Blues"; "Complicated Life"; "Here Come The People In Grey"), not to mention leading you to alchoholism ("Alchohol"), landing you in jail ("Holloway Jail"), or leaving you with nothing but pathetic fantasies ("Oklahoma U.S.A."). Meanwhile, Ray's production devolves to a bizarre, laid-back acoustic ragtime sound - complete with accordions, trombones, frequent slide guitars, and, of course, a tinkling piano, courtesy of new Kink John Gosling. Mature, inventive, and strangely restful, it's a good companion to the earlier records despite the lack of a memorable hit. (JA)
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Everybody's In Show-Biz (1972)
A double LP, with one disc live and another done in the studio. By now Ray Davies seems to have been fed up, both with his 60's sound and with the rock 'n' roll lifestyle. The studio stuff is a retread of Muswell Hillbillies, with the same sloppy ragtime/Delta blues formula being augmented only with a few touches like flute and steel drums. There's no lyrical focus apart from entertainingly sarcastic, but essentially navel-gazing analyses of life on the road. And Davies annoyingly recycles chord progressions on tune after tune. Still, though, there is some cleverness - especially the moderate hit single "Celluloid Heroes," a Hollywood sendup that succeeds in juggling nostalgia and biting satire. Meanwhile, the live material is largely drawn from the past two albums, with a brief instrumental "Lola" thrown in at the end as if to prove that Davies didn't give a damn about commercial success. There are some interesting rearrangements like the haunted house take on "Alchohol," but the song material isn't their strongest. So if you're crazy about the last two records you'll surely want this one, but may the buyer beware. A horn section permanently joined the group at this point, beginning the era of an extended, travelling commune-like Kinks. (JA)
Preservation Act I (1973)
This was the first part of a concept album; I've read that by then, Ray had become more interested in the narrative aspect of writing rock operas than in writing tunes per se, with disastrous results - an argument that's well-supported by his other early 70's records. (JA)
Preservation Act II (1974)
The second part of the Preservation rock opera. (JA)
Soap Opera (1975)
This is yet another big-band concept album/rock opera. "Ordinary People" seems to be the tune everyone remembers from it. (JA)
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Schoolboys In Disgrace (1975)
Perhaps Ray Davies' most lyrically coherent album, but it's strangely lifeless. The band's performance is relentlessly professional and entirely unoriginal, with everything being a slick, retro retread - anthems (the lengthy "Education" suite), nostalgia ("The Last Assembly"), self-conscious comedy ("Jack The Idiot Dunce"), and piles of catchy rock songs ("I'm In Disgrace"; "The Hard Way"). The "concept" here is to evoke universal and commonplace schoolday memories, and as a result the "characters" and "plot" couldn't be less imaginative - even the record's best and most nearly sincere number ("No More Looking Back") has forgettably generic lyrics. Schoolboys is a solidly produced piece of product, but there's nothing here to distinguish the Kinks from any other whitebread rock band of the past quarter century. It's a shame, because the work is clearly autobiographical, and was the first major effort by the group after a temporary retirement. (JA)
Sleepwalker (1977)
I've heard this a couple of times and thoroughly enjoyed it, with Ray finally giving up on concept albums in favor of generic, but enjoyable and high-powered arena rock. The title track was the closest thing the band had had to a US hit in years, although it didn't break the Top 40; "Juke Box Music" was also a moderate success. Apart from an old greatest hits disc and their American debut album, this was the first Kinks record to solidly dent the Top 40, and for the next several years the Kinks were again big news. (JA)
Misfits (1978)
Andy Pyle (bass) replaced John Dalton on this record, and John Gosling made his last appearance. The big hit here was "Rock 'N' Roll Fantasy," the band's first Top 40 single in years. (JA)
Low Budget (1979)
This was the first of three records in a row to go gold, marking another phase in the band's late 70's comeback. "(Wish I Could Fly Like) Superman" was the record's big hit; "Catch Me Now I'm Falling" and "Pressure" were also memorable. Jim Rodford (bass) signed up at this point - he's still with the Kinks to this day. (JA)
One For The Road (1980)
This live double LP was a huge success; I remember seeing kids proudly carrying it around at school. A little more than half of it consists of numbers from the Kinks' mid-60's glory years, like "Lola" and "All Day And All Of The Night," some early 70's tunes ("Celluloid Heroes"), newer stuff like the "Misfits," and about half of Low Budget: the title track, "Attitude," "National Health," "Superman," "Catch Me Now," and "Pressure." There's even their 1977 B-side "Prince Of The Punks," plus Ray's moldie "Stop Your Sobbing," a breakthrough hit for the Pretenders the year before. With the band having gotten a second wind, it's a good solid listen, and they even lightly rearrange a few tracks like "Till The End Of The Day" (which gets a mid-tempo ska beat). Ian Gibbons (keyboards) joined the band here. (JA)
Give The People What They Want (1981)
This was the Kinks' last gold record, as far as I can tell. The high-volume "Destroyer" and the wry ballad "Better Things" were both hits here; the clever and uncharacteristically light "Art Lover" was also memorable. (JA)
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State Of Confusion (1983)
An important record for the band, with four major tracks. The two singles were the Kinks' last major commerical successes: the Top Ten smash "Come Dancing" is a poignant sock hop-style memorial to one of the Davies' sisters, and the weepy "Don't Forget To Dance" is thoroughly enjoyable, albeit even more old-timey and encrusted by some tacky synth lines. Meanwhile, the stomping, doom-laden title track is one of their most ferocious rockers ever, and the upbeat ballad "Heart Of Gold" blends in a jangly country-western vibe and some nice harmonies. The rest is mixed. There's an experimental, if somewhat drab slow-dancer ("Property") that features Trans-style geeky synths and lulling melodies, and the hummable boogie-woogie arena rock tune "Clichés Of The World" has ironically interesting social protest lyrics. But "Labour Of Love" is instantly forgettable product; the verses of "Definite Maybe" were lifted whole-cloth from the Yardbirds' "Over Under Sideways Down"; and Dave's vocal spotlight "Bernadette" is like any number of Paul McCartney rock 'n' roll shouters (Ray wrote the whole LP this time). And the lyrics aren't always so solid, with a clichéd, heavy-handed, anti-Thatcherite rocker ("Young Conservatives"). Still, the disc is arguably their best of the 80's. (JA)
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Word Of Mouth (1984)
There are some strong tunes here, but none of them cracked either the British or U.S. singles charts, and the album marked the beginning of the Kinks' final commercial slide. The biggest numbers are really solid: "Do It Again" is a crafty rocker, great solo, great dynamics; the melancholy "Missing Persons" is pretty, if aimless; Dave's stately, mid-60's-style "Living On A Thin Line" is one of his best ballads ever, and his "Guilty" is a lively rocker that sounds remarkably like Midnight Oil. Elsewhere they go with the usual rock formula, either so tepid they're toothless ("Good Day," with Lee Oskar-like harmonica), or so noisy they're noxious (Stones-style pseudo-punk on "Sold Me Out"). Lyrically, there's the usual mix of introspection ("Summer's Gone"), slice-of-life character sketches ("Going Solo"), and anti-corporate anthems ("Massive Reductions"). Most of this is harmless if unoriginal - the only serious low point is the grating yuppy workout anthem "Too Hot," with a smarmy 50's nostalgia arrangement. During the sessions Mick Avory finally quit and was replaced with ex-Argent drummer Rob Henrit, who appears on more than half the tracks. (JA)
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Think Visual (1986)
Another unimaginative rock record that recycles too many of the band's usual musical motifs - "Repetition" indeed. But a lot of it is memorably melodic: "Video Shop" has charming lyrics and an amusing, if silly synth-ska vibe; the title track lifts a dull chord progression with a snappy beat and Dave's inspired guitarwork; Dave's sentimental "When You Were A Child" has a great vocal hook; and the best track, "Lost And Found," has a gentle, synth-aided chorus and some lazy sax in addition to the usual guitar histrionics. And Ray does try hard with the lyrics, even if they're mired in nostalgia (the bluesy "Welcome To Sleazy Town"), wistfulness ("How Are You?"), and feel-good philosophy ("Natural Gift"), and often make the same political points he'd been pounding on for years (the loud, plodding "Working At The Factory," yet another record industry slam; title track, yet another generic corporate sendup). Dave's other spotlight is a typically loud, Billy Squier-like rocker with a catchy chorus; it seems to have been left over from the early 80's ("Rock 'N' Roll Cities," with Avory on drums). Although it's never unlistenable and often entertaining. the album did even less well than Word Of Mouth on the charts. (JA)
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The Road (1987)
A live record with mostly late-era material like "Come Dancing," "Think Visual," "Destroyer," and "Give The People What They Want," the major exception being "Apeman" (Ray plays about five seconds of "Lola" as well). The rambling, autobiographical title track was cut in the studio, but the rest features crisp but often longwinded life performances that are lifted up by Ray's mischievous banter with the audience. It's harmless, solidly-produced stuff, but only a serious fan of the Kinks' 1980's catalogue would worry about tracking it down. Ian Gibbons appears here, and I believe he left the band shortly afterwards. (JA)
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UK Jive (1989)
This is a surprisingly strong effort that didn't deserve to be such a flop. Its faceless heavy rock production is easily balanced by fine tunes, solid performances, and thoughtful lyrics, and most of the tracks are A-side quality. There isn't an explicit theme, but Ray voices wistful concerns about the state of the planet, society, and personal relationships on song after song (the heavy, six-minute intro "Aggravation"; the generic protest song "War Is Over"; the delightfully apocalyptic "Loony Balloon"). And apart from the amusing title track with its 50's beat and fade-out tribute to "My Generation," there's little of the annoying nostalgia of earlier 80's records. Ray proves here that he, unlike any of his surviving contemporaries except Pete Townshend, still has something interesting to say - even though he hasn't updated his artistic tools in two decades. The CD version ends with a string of three generic, but arrestingly riff-crazy Dave Davies rocker love songs, two of them from a 1987 single ("Bright Lights"/"Perfect Strangers"), and the other a clever political protest, heavy metal-style ("Dear Margaret"). (JA)
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Phobia (1993)
This one was a disappointment, doing more poorly than any of the band's new studio LPs back to the lean years of the early 70's. It's also more hard-rocking than their other recent records, and that's exactly the problem. With blaring power chords and pentatonic riffs everywhere, it's hard to distinguish the title track and many other tunes - especially Dave's "It's Alright" - from generic 80's metal. Ray does turn down the amps pretty often, but he doesn't have a lot of new ideas: just the standard four-piece instrumentation on tune after tune, with robotic drumming and drab, unimaginative synth ("Still Searching"; "Only A Dream"; "Don't"; "Close To The Wire"). Some good lyrical material like "Babies" and "Somebody Stole My Car" gets buried this way, and elsewhere the lyrics are often clichéd and platitudinous; "Only A Dream" is downright juvenile. Just a few cuts both sound good and deliver Ray's classic sense of humor and metaphorical inspiration, like the nihilistic, but deceptively snappy "Scattered," and the brotherly, speeded-up "Hatred (A Duet)." Still, if you like the Kinks' last few records you'll like this one too. The backing band is Rodford and Henrit. (JA)
To The Bone (1996)
This is a live in concert/live in the studio record with 29 songs, the core of which consists of 13 "unplugged" tracks that were released under this title in the UK back in 1994. They mostly stick with 60's warhorses like "Waterloo Sunset," "See My Friends," "Do You Remember Walter," "Picture Book," and, of course, "You Really Got Me" and "Lola." But there are a couple of exceptions like "Better Things" and "Don't Forget To Dance," and they add studio recordings of two new tunes: the title track and "Animal." As far as I know there's no particular reason to think that the Kinks will either cut a new record or tour as a unit any time soon, despite the fact that both of the Davies brothers continue to tour separately. (JA)
Storyteller (Ray Davies: 1998)
A recording of Ray Davies' live solo show, which is a combination spoken word/music performance meant to accompany his quasi-autobiographical book X-Ray. The track selection includes some oldies like "Victoria" and "See My Friends" and some new titles. (JA)

Missing Links
1. Starmaker
2. Here Comes Yet Another Day
3. Sitting In The Midday Sun
4. Move Over
5. David Watts
6. Pressure
7. Afternoon Tea
8. Tin Soldier Man
9. Situation Vacant
10. Welcome To America (really "Americana")
11. Shangri-La
12. Waterloo Sunset
13. I'm a Hog For You Baby
14. I Believed You
15. Things I Know (really "This I Know")
16. The Road
17. Noise
18. Money Talks
19. Mirror Of Love
20. Muswell Hillbilly
21. Sold Me Out
22. Autumn Almanac
1,3. Single versions
2. Live version only on Celluloid Heroes Compilation
4. Dave Davies solo LP - left off the CD
5-6 Encores left off the Palladium 1980 CD
7-9 Rare Mixes - only on german CD, now deleted!
10-12. Leftovers from Storyteller; 12- Duet with Damon Albern from Blur
13-15 Ravens demos
16. From Late Eighties live LP- Long version (Long Since Deleted)
17. UK 12' version with the Sound Effects
18-19 BBC 1984
20. Alternate Mix or Version
21 Different Version from SDtrk
22 Only on UK version of "To the Bone"
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